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activities the fellows were afforded; 
barriers faced in recruiting and grad-
uating fellows; and the impact of the 
fellowship grant on the overall quality 
of the educational programs of the in-
stitution.

§ 3402.26 Evaluation of program. 
Grantees should be aware that HEP 

may, as a part of its own program eval-
uation activities, carry out in-depth 
evaluations of assisted activities 
through independent third parties. 
Thus, grantees should be prepared to 
cooperate with evaluators retained by 
HEP to analyze both the institutional 
context and the impact of any sup-
ported project.
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Subpart A—General Information
§ 3403.1 Applicability of regulations. 

(a) The regulations of this part apply 
to small business innovation research 
grants awarded under the general au-
thority of section 630 of the Act mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture, 
Rural Development, and Related Agen-
cies’ programs for fiscal year ending 
September 30, 1987, and for other pur-
poses, as made applicable by section 
101(a) of Public Law 99–591, 100 Stat. 
3341, and the provisions of the Small 
Business Innovation Development Act 
of 1982, as amended (15 U.S.C. 638). The 
Small Business Innovation Develop-
ment Act of 1982, as amended, man-
dates that each Federal agency with an 
annual extramural budget for research 
or research and development in excess 
of $100 million participate in a Small 
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
program by reserving a statutory per-
centage of its annual extramural budg-
et for award to small business concerns 
for research or research and develop-
ment in order to stimulate techno-
logical innovation, use small business 
to meet Federal research and develop-
ment needs, increase private sector 
commercialization of innovations de-
rived from Federal research and devel-
opment, and foster and encourage the 
participation of socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged small business 
concerns and women-owned small busi-
ness concerns in technological innova-
tion. The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) will participate in this 
program through the issuance of com-
petitive research grants which will be 
administered by the Office of Competi-
tive Research Grants and Awards Man-
agement, Cooperative State Research, 
Education, and Extension Service 
(CSREES). 

(b) The regulations of this part do 
not apply to research grants awarded 
by the Department of Agriculture 
under any other authority.

§ 3403.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Ad hoc reviewers means experts or 

consultants, qualified by training and 
experience in particular scientific or 
technical fields to render expert advice 
on the scientific or technical merit of 
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